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CHAFEE ANNOUNCES OVER $725,000 IN GRANTS
FOR PROVIDENCE, WOONSOCKET, AND EAST

GREENWICH PUBLIC HOUSING PROGRAMS
WASHINGTON, DC – U.S. Senator Lincoln Chafee was recently notified that the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development has awarded Rhode Island a total of
$725,000 in assistance to the Housing Authorities of Providence, Woonsocket, and East
Greenwich, as part of the fiscal year 2004 Resident Opportunities for Self Sufficiency
(ROSS) Family program.  The funds will be used to deliver and coordinate resident
support services and activities aimed at empowering residents, improving their self-
sufficiency and independence.

“The ROSS Family program has been an essential means of providing funding to Rhode
Island’s housing programs, which provide workshops, job training, and education to
Rhode Island’s disadvantaged adults and children alike.  I am especially pleased to see
that in this time of crisis for Rhode Island’s state and local budgets, the funding for these
critical rehabilitation and support programs will not be placed on the backs of the Rhode
Island taxpayers,” Senator Chafee said.

Of the funding, the Providence Housing Authority has been allocated $350,000, which
will support of their existing youth program for 36 months.  Salaries for a program
manager, program assistants, and activities assistants will be covered, in addition to
funding for ongoing program costs, including equipment replacement, consumable
supplies, and field trips.  The program serves a minimum of 130 public housing youth 38
weeks each year at four community centers located throughout Providence.  The
program’s objectives are to increase self-reliance and responsibility among youth, as well
as providing a supportive environment that encourages academic achievement and
personal development.
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In addition, the Woonsocket Housing Authority will receive $250,000 to provide a
comprehensive set of services and activities focusing on enhancing residents’ personal
and economic well-being.  This grant will provide residents’ access to job training
opportunities in a wide range of career fields as well as the supportive services needed to
take advantage of those opportunities.  The program will also provide residents with
personal responsibility educational opportunities, including domestic violence education
and counseling, health and nutrition workshops, and problem solving techniques. The
program will also offer meaningful academic, athletic and vocational activities for
children and youth.

Finally, the remaining $125,000 will be given to the East Greenwich Housing Authority’s
London Bridge Child Care Center


